The Causes of the World War
connection with the inquiry, and consequently our first
diplomatic action against Serbia. Thus our right to enter
into a conflict with Serbia, giving rise to a world war,
would itself be called in question."(9)
There can therefore be no suggestion of Serbia's
official complicity, which was the more unlikely in view
of the state of profound hostility existing in 1914 between
the Government and the "Black Hand." The military
element was predominant in this society, consisting as it
did largely of the officers responsible for the recent Serbian
successes; and they reproached the Pachitch Radical
Ministry with lack of consideration for the army, which
they claimed incarnated the nation; and the society in
general was violently  opposed to  the  Government.
Dimitrievitch and his associates were closely involved
in the political intrigues which, a few weeks before the
tragedy of June 28th, nearly led to the fall of the Pachitch
Cabinet. They were even hostile to the old King, Peter
Karageorgevitch, who had ascended the throne after the
assassination of King Alexander and Queen Draga, in
which they had had a hand. There was a state of the
most acute tension between the civil authorities and the
"Praetorian spirit" of these officers ;(io) and the sugges-
tion of any connivance on the part of the Serbian Govern-
ment with the inspirers and authors of the crime of
June 28th therefore encountered a fundamental objection
which must have the effect of rendering any such hypo-
thesis untenable.
The Ballplatz was therefore unable to formulate any
definite accusation in 1914. In order to call the Serbian
Government to account for the murder of the Archduke
by Printsip, it had to put its complaint in the form which
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